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Sustainable Urbanism in South Korea, 2026 
Community & Regional Planning 
Department of Geography, Planning, and Environment 
East Carolina University  
 
© Program duration: May 17, 2026 – June 1, 2026 
© Location: South Korea (Seoul, Paju, and Gangneung)  
© Instructors: Dr. Misun Hur 
 
Program 

Date Topic / Activities Assignment* 

Departure on May 
17th + 
Must arrive by May 
18th.  

Departure to Seoul Incheon International Airport (ICN) 
* South Korea is 14 hours ahead of the USA in May  
* If a student departs on May 17th 8 AM, they will typically arrive in 
ICN on May 18th at around 5 PM.   

 

Monday, May 18  Arrival    

Tuesday, May 19 

Adventure the city  
 Do it yourself scavenger hunt  
 Myeong-dong, namdaemun area, and the Money Museum 
 N Tower 

 

Wednesday, May 20 

The land of morning calm 
 Global Knowledge Exchange and Development Center (GKEDC) 

(speaker: Min-ji Chung) – Business casual expected   
 Dongdaemoon Design Plaza (DDP) architecture tour (speaker: the 

staff) 
 Excursion: Performing art  

Reflection  

Thursday, May 21 

Make no little plan!  
 Visit CA Landscape Design firm (Gwanghwamun Square and other 

project sites. Speaker: Yangyo Chin and Yongjin Cho ) – Business casual 
expected 

 Kwanghwamun square, Cheonggaecheon Park & Museum 
(restoration project) 

 Excursion: Live Jazz  

Reflection 

Friday, May 22 

Big, busy government  
 Seoul Transport Operation and Information Service (TOPIS) 

(speaker: the staff) – Business casual expected  
 Seoul City Hall with citizen docent   
 Seoullo 7017   

Reflection 
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Saturday, May 23 
By the people, For the people 

 Jane’s Walk (speaker: Hayeon Park, citizen activist)  
 National Museum of Korea  

Reflection 

Sunday, May 24 

Growth control and placemaking  
 UP: Gaemi Maeul to Inwangsan  
 Packed lunch at the summit of the mountain  
 DOWN: Inwangsan to Suseong-dong valley  
 Tongin Traditional Market (group meal - lunch) – place making and 

citizen participation  

Reflection 

Monday, May 25 

Lessons from the past: Environmental sustainability  
 Mapo Resource Recovery Facility (speaker: the staff)  
 Group meal (lunch)  
 Worldcup Park (Haneol Park)  

Reflection 

Tuesday, May 26 

Consumerism – Mall, mall, and mall  
 Common Ground: Architecture, Interior Design, and the 3rd Space 
 Bongeunsa Temple and Coex Mall  
 Lotte World Tower (Seoul Sky) 
 Group meal (dinner)  

Reflection 

Wednesday, May 27 

Highspeed Meets the Coastal Development  
 Travel to Gangneung by KTX  
 Excursion: Traditional hanbok wearing 
 Stay/architecture: Gangneung Seongyojang (+ organ performance) 
 Coast line development: Kyungpo beach-Kangmun beach-

Songjeong beach-Anmok beach  
 Group meal (dinner) 

Reflection 

Thursday, May 28 

 Eco-tourism  
 Ecotourism in the Gyeongpo Thorn Practice Center (speaker: the 

staff)   
 Jeongdong-Simgok Badabuchae-gil  
 Shared group snack (area specialties) in Gangneung 
 Travel to Seoul by KTX   

Reflection 

Friday, May 29 

The University of Seoul: Collaboration 
 Changdeok Palace and Secret Garden (speaker: the staff) 
 Visit the host university (speakers: Drs. Myungje Woo and 

Jeongwon Son) 
 Group meal with the host university students - dinner 

Reflection 

Saturday, May 30 

City that never sleeps 
 Cultural excursion: Korean seal making  
 Gtx excursion and new town 
 Excursion: Moonlight music cruse for night city landscapes (and 

water transportation as one of the future transportation directions of 
Seoul)  

Reflection 
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Sunday, May 31  
The divide 

 DMZ  - also, reserve   transportation (mini-bus rental)  
 Group dinner (Farewell) +    Photo contest winners awards  

Reflection 

Monday, June 1 Depart to the USA   

June 30 Final project – Part 1 due   

July 31 Final project – Part 2 due  

 
- Daily photo contest on a shared portal: The most surprising finding of the day! – Photo contest  
- “Themed” blog each night = 10 total are required for full credits (excluding the first (before-

travel) blog.  
- Final project: Part 1: Report + Part 2: Creative media (video or ArcGIS StoryMap) 
- Other activities that would be considered depending on the # student participating: Autonomous 

vehicles,  


